
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Education of the School District of Black River Falls on 

Monday, November 15, 2021 in the Lunda Theater. 

 

School Board President, Mary Jo Rozmenoski, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Members Present:  Mary Jo Rozmenoski, Mary Jo Radcliffe, Troy Webb, Amy Hoffman, 

Tom Epps, Brad Dobbs 

 

Board Members Absent:  Ann Dehmer 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski confirmed the public hearing notice with Marti Herzberg. 

 

A video “The Drum” was shared in honor of National Native American Heritage Month. 

 

Due to subjects to be addressed during the Public Comment section of the meeting, Mary Jo 

Rozmenoski moved to postpone agenda item 5.6 COVID Update to happen after Public 

Comment.  Brad Dobbs seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Renell Smith was chosen to receive the November Board Commendation Award to thank her for 

her generous donation of hand knitted winter hats. 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski moved to accept the $250 FFCLA gift and the $250 FFA Gift from 

Jackson County Dairy Promotion Committee.  The funds will be used to purchase dairy supplies 

for these courses.  

 

The Board Members reviewed Policy 811.1 Indian Policies & Procedures.  No changes have 

been made.  The Board voted 6-0 to approve the policy as presented. 

 

Officer Kyle Nosbisch presented the School Resource Officer Report. 

 

Dr. Severson spoke about concerns that were brought up about the traffic between the Middle 

School and the football field during construction at the High School.  The High School will bring 

this issue to everyone’s attention during morning announcements. 

 



 

Sheena Munden and Jennifer and Marc Rukavina presented information on world languages 

being taught in the District. 

 

The Board reviewed the employment recommendations that were presented. 

 

Dr. Severson chose to table the data review agenda item since the State Report Card information 

is still embargoed until November 16th. 

 

Christy Roush and Dr. Sullivan presented information on the District’s current Gifted and 

Talented Programming. 

 

Dr. Sullivan reviewed discussions that took place at the November 2nd Human Growth and 

Development Committee Meeting.  A follow up meeting will be scheduled. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve the monthly expenditures as presented.  Troy Webb 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson’s facility update included: 

 How Miron Construction is mitigating the amount of  rock at the Forrest Street Early 

Learning Center construction site. 

 Staff are working on finding solutions regarding the security lighting at the new bus 

garage that will be acceptable to the building’s neighbors as well as keeping the bus 

garage secure. 

 The lighting issues at the Lunda Theater continue to be worked on.  The sound system 

needs attention as well and we are working on potential solutions and the associated 

costs.   

 Reviewed solutions for sound proofing of the walls in the new band and choir rooms as a 

part of the referendum project at the High School. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve the second reading of Policies 425 - Full Time Public 

School Open Enrollment, 186 - Public Comment at Board Meetings, 480 - Children of 

Divorced/Separated Parents and Parents Not Sharing the Same Household, 456 - Student 

Assistance Programs, 454 - Reporting of Child Abuse-Neglect.  Amy Hoffman seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

  

Community members, who were interested in participating in the Public Comment section of the 

meeting, registered prior to the beginning of the meeting.  Four community members provided 

public comment.  

 

Dr. Severson reminded people that the COVID-19 Case Dashboard is available on the District’s 

website.  The District may consider making masking a family choice beginning in January that 

students ages 5 and older are eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.  

 



 

Brad Dobbs moved to approve the meeting minutes from October 18, 2021 and October 25, 

2021.  Tom Epps seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson’s District Administrator’s Report included: 

*The Veteran’s Day Programs were amazing! 

*In order to have enough room at the elementary holiday programs this year, each student will 

receive two tickets for family members to attend. 

*Options are being reviewed for programming changes at Gebhardt.  Discussions will continue 

and the Board will be updated regularly. 

*Administrators will start giving their monthly reports again at the December 20, 2021 Board 

Meeting. 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski shared a document stating that on November 5, 2021, the WASB Board of 

Directors voted to withdraw participation in NSBA programs and services.  This is due to 

concerns the WASB Board of Directors has with decisions made by NSBA’s leadership in recent 

years. 

 

Amy Hoffman, Mary Jo Rozmenoski and Ann Dehmer attended the WASB Regional Meeting. 

 

Upcoming School Board Connection Opportunities: 

*Friday, November 19th – Help with the American Education Week celebration by assisting with 

the drink and snack carts at the buildings. 

*Monday, November 29th – Make breakfast for staff prior to their professional development day. 

 

Upcoming meeting dates: 

Monday, November 29th – Expulsion Hearing at the District Office 

Monday, December 13th – Special Meeting at the District Office 

Monday, December 20th – Monthly Meeting in the Red Creek Elementary School Commons. 

 

Future Agenda Items – Revisit when the Public Comment item number should be listed on the 

agenda.  Have an agenda item at the December 13th Special Board Meeting to discuss starting the 

Student Success Committee Meeting again and if the committee meetings can be open to 

everyone.  Dr. Severson will see if the change from Student Success Committee Meeting to 

Student Success Report was voted on at a previous meeting. 

 

At 8:28 p.m.  Tom Epps moved to adjourn.  Troy Webb seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-

0. 

 

 

________________________________________          _________________________________ 

Mary Jo Radcliffe, Clerk                                                  Marti Herzberg, Recording Secretary 


